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Thesis Summary

The study aims to reveal the oral method’s impact on the early Palestinian
novel in Palestinian literature. The Early Palestinian novel could not relinquish the
influence of the common folktale which spread across Palestinian society due to
cultural and social appropriation, this influence greatly shaped the Palestinian
cultural scene. Between high percentages of illiteracy and the domination of folk
literature, folktales were used as a factor of entertainment and as a way to fill free

time which was reflected by society’s view of “the novel's” as a continuation of
folktale . This issue motivated Palestinian novelists at that time to adjust their
writings to be more appealing to their assumed reader’s. In addition, Palestinian
novelists lacked artistic awareness. All those factors led the Palestinian novel to be

oral — oriented.

The study depends on the structural approach which analyzes and breaks

down the context into small segments, to understand its essential parts. The study
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also benefits from the oral school’s teachings and dogma, rules and dynamics as
well as its dramatic functions, in the goal of applying them to the early “Palestinian
novel” before the 1948 catastrophe. My research confides in the structural
formative theory to understand the elements within a literary work and to benefit
from its theoretical thesis to explain the big picture, aiming to address the main
question of the study which is (did the early novel literary works stray from the path

of folktale?).

The importance of this study lies in its precise representation. To the extent
of my knowledge generally, there had not been a study that fully investigated the
oral method’s impact on the “Palestinian novel.” Furthermore, the study examines
the old Palestinian novels that had been written before the catastrophe of 1948
which most of the time had never been discussed in any serious academic

research.

The study includes four chapters followed by a critical analysis (constructive
criticism) and a conclusion. The first chapter includes an introduction and
theoretical framework of the study (the problem that the study discusses, the
questions of the study, the importance of the study, the study’s approach and
previous studies). While the second chapter starts with a preface for three
following parts ; the first part discusses the Palestinian cultural scene before the
catastrophe (nakbah) which is represented in brief presentation for education and

magazines in the period before the Palestinian catastrophe (Al nakbah).

The second part comes under the title “translation” and explains the works
that had been translated by Palestinian authors specially novels and stories that
hint at the third part, that studies “the story” and “the novel” that are written by
Palestinian novelists. The third chapter presents different definitions for the
concept of culture, after clearly defining Palestinian culture the third part defines
the various concepts of Palestinian cultural factors: folklore, popular (folk)

literature, and ending with folk tale. The study applies the principles and concepts
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of the oral school that include rules and oral dynamics in addition to the dramatic

functions to a folk tale called beeth fakakies (hatching eggs).

The analysis of the tale beeth fakakies (hatching eggs) forms a preface for
the fourth chapter, which is an analytical application that benefits and invests the
principles of the oral school and administers it to four Palestinian novels (Al wartH,

Ala sekat al-Hejaz, Fe al-sarer, Mouthkrat djajh).

The study concludes with a formative and structural comment and
conclusion which include explanations for the findings presented and results of
chapter four to explain the shape of the Palestinian novel before the catastrophe
and determines some of the displacements from the dominant oral culture which
are motivated by the influence of the developing written culture on the Palestinian

writers.
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